BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
industrial capacity of the country (which is never fully
utilized owing to the various unfavourable circum-
stances we have described in earlier chapters), its
wealth and its raw-material resources would be taken
over by the government and concentrated in an
organized fashion on the one aim of winning the war.
The first thing the British government did to build
up this authoritarian shadow Britain was to draw up
an exact inventory of British industry and its capacity.
Such a thing had never been done before. It was
the first time that an accurate and authoritative
investigation had been made concerning the productive
capacity of British industry. Naturally, the results of
this investigation have not been made public, but they
are in the hands of the government for use at a moment's
notice. The investigation was made under the direc-
tion of Mr. Chamberlain himself who was at that time
Chancellor of the Exchequer and entrusted with the
special task. The census embraced productive capa-
city, man-power and financial strength.
From all that is known it appears that the census
is a very detailed one and divides existing factories,
etc., into various categories, differentiating between
existing armament works such as those at present
working to supply the various branches of the fighting
services, firms like Vickers, etc., and firms whose peace-
time production is of such a nature that it could be
adapted to war-time purposes without difficulty, such
as firms producing motors, chemicals, machinery and
tools. Then there are the heavy and metallurgical
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